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Generations

I

don't remember Pearl Harbor. I must have
been aware of it (I was six years old at the
time), but any impact the news had on me then
has long since been obscured. My memories of
the war itself are all secondhand, garnered from
Life magazine, the Movietone news, John Wayne
movies, and the comic strips.
On V-J Day, when the war ended, I was
watching a sandlot baseball game. The umpire,
an overweight and self-important local
character whom we kids called "Frog,"
stopped the game and made a speech. Then, in
what seemed to me an entirely appropriate
assessment of priorities, he called for the game
to resume.
So much for my firsthand knowledge of
World War II. Those readers younger than I,
who have similar childhood memories of President Kennedy's assassination or Neil Armstrong's
walk on the moon, may find it remarkable that
I can remember the 1940s at all. On the other
hand, to those who lived through World War II
as adults, it was the most important event of
their lives, the landmark of their generation.
Many of those people, only a few years older
than I, are now my friends and colleagues, but
they remain a different generation.

E

ach generation, I suppose, makes its own
contribution to our society- although I'm
not sure about mine and I have grave doubts
about the next one. But there are no doubts
about what the World War II generation contributed: They fought against a real and dreadful
evil in the world, and they won.
Less often commented on is what they did
after that. Those who survived came back, they
picked up their lives, and they went on. And,
aided by the GI Bill, they went to college in
unprecedented numbers.
I'm not about to suggest that going to college
was as important as winning the war. But I'm
not about to sneer at it, either. Those two million
veterans who flooded our colleges and universities 40 years ago made a major contribution to
higher education . They changed it.
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They challenged its restrictive rules of behavior, demanding to be treated as adults. They
changed the definitions of teacher as sole authority and student as passive learner. They
overruled the idea that a college education was
only for an elite few. And they confronted
head-on the notion that higher education was
preparation for nothing but the ivory tower.
They had more practical goals in mind: jobs,
careers, success, a full and rewarding life.
Because Syracuse welcomed them more enthusiastically than most universities, the veterans
changed Syracuse more than most-perhaps
more than any. Our story of how that change
occurred at Syracuse begins on page 14 of this
issue and goes on for 11 more pages. Although
our account ends there (at least for the time being), the story actually doesn't. It continues
through the growth of the University in the
I 950s, through its emergence as a major research
institution in the 1960s, and on up to the
present day.
The story is, in fact, the story of Syracuse
University. It began, in many ways, with the
changes brought about by the World War II
generation, but it remains an important story
for all generations of Syracusans. New chapters
are still being written, and the end is nowhere
in sight.
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Sports Journal. Jill
Groff and Jim Garrant are
among the best athletes attending SU, and you've probably never heard of them .

Communications. We
invited readers to react to our
expanded format, and react
they did.
The University. The
Chancellor's Panel on the
Future has issued its report.
Also , a multimillion-dollar
experiment in the School of
Education may change
libraries worldwide.

The Last Word.
Huston Smith taught by his
manner as much as his lectures.

12

Research Report.
Scholars from the Center for
the Study of Citizenship are
studying how average citizens
conduct their politics.

14

Once the War Was
Over. When World War II
ended, veterans headed home
to fami ly, friends, and the
classrooms of American
universities . Thousands were
admitted to Syracuse, and
they changed the face of SU
forever.

25

Welcome to the Real
World. When 10 of SU's most
illustrious alumni-athletes sat
down with their present-day
counterparts, the talk was
topical, insightful, and always
frank.

30

Ambassadors of
Excellence. When Syracuse
needs a student to tell its
story, it turns to the University 100.
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New Directions for
Undergraduates. There is a new
office in the administration,
providing a University-wide
perspective on the needs and
expectations of undergraduates.

40

Academia. Access is
the new buzzword at SU
Libraries, where the books on
the shelves are o nly a small
part of the picture.
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SU's Who. Syracusans
are playing Shamu's song and
reinventing the Wimpy Wagon.
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On the Cover
The image might be fami liar.
On the October 5, 1946, cover
of The Saturday Evening Post ,
Norman Rockwell resurrected
Willie Gillis, the prototypical
soldier, and made him a beneficiary of the GI Bill, which
allowed World War II veterans
to attend college at little or
no cost. This image of a
determined vet hitting the
books is often reprinted.
Illustrator Christopher
Purcell has given our version
a Syracuse University touch ,
adding, for example, the Ha ll
of Languages. We'll admit that
Willie Gillis never attended
Syracuse, but thousands of
other veterans did, and their
story begins on page 14.
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